
Thank you, Chancellor Hanip, President Burk, Professor Robinson, and the faculty and sta of 
Washington University of Science and Technology for your generosity. 

Congratulations graduates! Today is your day… a day of accomplishment, a day of pride for you and 
your loved ones, and I am honored to be part of your celebration.

Truth be told, I have no life-changing wisdom to share but, as my friends and colleagues will tell 
you, I definitely enjoy sharing stories. My all-time favorite is the story of a boy, who lost most of his you, I definitely enjoy sharing stories. My all-time favorite is the story of a boy, who lost most of his 
family at the early age of eight. He was shot at twice during a war of independence. He survived the 
war in hiding but was eventually able to grow up, albeit in the least prosperous country of his time. 
His dream to become a fighter jet pilot did not become a reality. But only once did the boy not 
realize his dream. The boy did not understand the concept of impossibility – and still does not. A 
bit older now, but that same boy is delighted to be here this afternoon to share in the joy of your 
special moment. 

The boy’s physicist father taught him ‘Einstein’ and helped him to realize the generosity of the The boy’s physicist father taught him ‘Einstein’ and helped him to realize the generosity of the 
Universe. His personal grief taught him ‘what really matters’ in life. It helped him to feel the agony 
of others, and the power of human connection – The Universe’s way to make our dreams come true. 
Just know your destination and start the walk, experience the magical power of the Universe. To 
dream may not be rational, but you must dream. And, when you do, those dreams will come true, 
every single one of them. The boy’s father taught him - “Life is made of moments, please use them 
wisely’, the boy understood the value of time, and did learn how to Dream. 
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Many around the world struggled to understand the rationality behind our founder’s concept of 
America during the days of its formation. Even today, many still do. But the ‘Concept America’ is 
anything but irrational. The concept, an optimistic dream of America’s founders, was the very first 
that sought to unleash the limitless potential of individuals. When the 56 farmers, doctors, lawyers, 
and others signed the Declaration of Independence, we were a poor country with identity issues, 
much like the one I migrated from. But look around you at how far we have come. In our founder’s 
recognition of the basic human instincts of fairness, individual responsibility, and the drive to pursue 
happiness, the destination of America was established and the walk towards it began. 

While the world may now perceive us as the most prosperous country in history of mankind, we 
Americans are not done with our ambitious social experiment. We recognize our successes, but we 
also understand our imperfections. Embrace the core concept of America. Remember it all started 
with a dream and eternal optimism. Please keep faith in the force of optimism. It is the only way to 
succeed in the Land of the Opportunity. 

Recognize the power of human connection, the power of trust, and the power of humility. Recognize the power of human connection, the power of trust, and the power of humility. 
Confidence is fundamental to all success stories. And while confidence sounds contrary to humility, 
it is not. As you join the workforce and excel in your positions of leadership, you must be humble to 
express - in what you do and do not know. You must recognize that every single one of your 
colleagues has something to teach you. Leaders understand that no company, no entity, can excel 
without a passionate team, where every single member shares a common vision, cares about the 
cause, and knows ‘their opinion matters’, and most importantly feels respected. But we cannot 
achieve the ‘authentic confidence’ and ‘true humility’ if we are not just, if we are not fair, or if we lack 
compassion. Recognize the basics of science – all human beings are created equal – literally. Do not 
be confused by the perception that we are all dierent… that perception is nothing but 
neurochemistry inside our brains. Don’t be confused by the commentary of a divided nation. 
America is not the land of the divided, and it never will be. Be just, be fair, and especially be 
compassionate, success will follow. 

Before you can know others, you must first know yourself. The world will see you the way you see 
yourself. Talk to yourself, study yourself, and ask, “do you see the person you want others to see?” 
Before you can know others, you must first know yourself. The world will see you the way you see 
yourself. Talk to yourself, study yourself, and ask, “do you see the person you want others to see?” 
Practice silence, practice self-reflection, and be the person you want others to see. If you decide not 
to, please know that you will miss the opportunity to meet a great human being… You!

The boy is now in his twilight years and his final dream and ambition - which most might view as The boy is now in his twilight years and his final dream and ambition - which most might view as 
impossible - is to alleviate the human suering of health inequality. I founded Tevogen Bio two years 
ago with that ambitious goal, and in that brief amount of time it has become the promise of the next 
era of medical innovation industry. We believe that sustainable business success cannot be achieved 
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unless the success contributes to societal prosperity. Aordability and commercial success must 
coexist.

Learning is lifelong and you must never stop learning or being enlightened. Study history, study Learning is lifelong and you must never stop learning or being enlightened. Study history, study 
philosophy, and perhaps a bit of physics. Believe in the limitless potential of life. Believe in Einstein’s 
wisdom that “Only those who attempt the absurd will achieve the impossible,” as the boy did. My 
dear friend David, who happens to be Einstein’s great grandson, is with us here today to share in the 
joy of your special moment and to confirm the Universe proved his great grandfather right again – 
through my personal story. 

I look forward to many more celebrations as you make your own versions of the American Dream I look forward to many more celebrations as you make your own versions of the American Dream 
come true. 

Thank you.
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